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29th August 1947

2

Dear Deparrtment,

Your i; 6652/48/G of the 2nd Augu;st 1947
addressed to this post and telegrams Nos.14 of Aug;ust

8th and 16 of, August 11th to H.Mi.Consul, Bilbao, for

transmission to us regarding t- tt Paducah " and "Northlands.*I

2. First of all we should explain that the

original report ( 428-47(S/3) of the 17th July ) was sent
by this office to the Chancery, Madrid, as4ts nature at

the time was highly confidential, and there being no safe

hand or other means of communicating it to H.MH.Consul at

Bordeaux direct with sufficient rapidity.

3. Some time ago however we advised our

informant, who we should explain came forward quite

voluntarily, that he should give any further information

he might obtain on the subject to HI.M.Consul at Bordeaux,

or to any person the latter might indicate.

L. Since receiving your communications above

mentioned however we have again tried to contact our

informant, but unfortunately have not been able to do so

as he appears to be away, and we are sure you will agree
that it would hardly be proper for us to initiate enquiries

in fresh directions now that we know that H.M.Consul at

Bordeaux has all the available facts and information
regarding the case, including such as we have been able

to supply.

5 .
we can only say
supposed by our
gun mountings we
relics from the

Regarding your specific queries
that the powder referred to was
informant to be gunpowder, but
feel reasonably certain that ti

vessels' war service days.

however
definitely

as to the
these are

Yours ever,
CoNSULATE

Eastern
Foreign

Department,
Office, S.W.1

c.c. The Chancery, British embassy,
H.M.Consul, Bilbao._ Ti. f.onsifl

Madri d
"11r,

33-47(S/3)
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0
'42 LATVIAN LEGATION,

No. 3401.
"t( 6

London, 3rd September, 1947.

~6

The week befo last Pariscolleague,

Dr. Grosvalds, came over here from Brussels for

a few days, and he told me a story related to

him by a Latvian Jew whom he had known previously

and had recently met in Paris. As it appears of

some interest I have written it down and take the

liberty of sending you it to you.

If 

7 C'

-/:'

x'* /7

l 4

*, 1

The Hon. R.M.A.Hankey,
Foreign uff ice,

S.W.1.

I
87i 7 I

(:1

j/4

e E
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In view of the many reports in the international press

about the movements of Jewish people , the following case may

be of interest.

Some time ago a Jewish man arrived in Paris with his

family and they related their story in confidence to one

of their friends. They said that a certain number of Jews

have lately been leaving present Latvia. There exists in

Riga or elsewhere a very efficient organisation which issues

them with Polish passports. With these passports they travel

to Poland, where at a certain town they are received 
by some

other Jewish organisation, w.who change the Polish passports for

Greek ones. With the Greek passports they then travel to

Czechoslovakia. The passports do not arouse any suspicion

because they are so well prepared. They related how one

of thy Czech fontier guards, saying that he had never

heard Greek spoken, asked tn.em to let him hear how it sounded;

so. they started to speak a strongly accented Yiddish together,

and the guard was quite satisfied that he had been listening

to Greek. With the same Greek passports they leave

Czechoslovakia, mostly for the British Zone of Germany.

Arriving in the British Zone of Germany these people were

received in a certain place, not named, by a man in British

military uniform but whom they thought might have belonged to

a Jewish legion, though they were not sure of this. They

were then taken to some other place, givenA British military

uniforms, and with these they arrived in France.. 
There they

changed into civilian clothing and sent the military uniforms

back. It is not known what they were going to do next, but

it appears that the organisation is a very efficient one. " v

August, 1947

00
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FOREIGN PF ICE ,
L~

5th September,

Dear gr. Zarifne,

Thank You

letter NO. 3401 of

for your

Sept ember

regarding

of Jews.

the illicit movements

His Excellency
Monsieur Charles Zarine,

Latvian Legation,
87, Eaton place, 

S.W.l.

1947.

3rd
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FOREIGN O flTC. 4W.1

1tth September, 194?.
( 8287/48/31)

Restricted.

Dear Chancery,

We enclose a copy of a report received from
the Latvian Legation in L ondon, euggeting that

J wish illegal im. igrants are crossing the
frontier rora land to Czechoslova ti with forged
Greek asa ports.

2, While the report
you may consider it worth
C echoslovak authorities.

3.
to th

is not very detailed,
passing on to the

We are sending copies of this letter
Chanceries at Lerlin and Varsaw.

Yours ever,

,EASTERN DEPART ENT.

The Chancery,
British Embassy,

Prague.

A

/i
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Minutes.

-E 50 ~If3I.-

Mr. Norman
Foreign Office
Mr. Henniker, I

fiinwich called at
and, at the request

saw him.

the
of

2. He came in connexion with the

forthcoming arrival of the "President
Warfield" Jews at Hamburg and explained that

he and some friends bf his had been con-

sidering the possibility of bringing these

Jews to England. He made it clear that he

was speaking for no particular body and that

he could give no guarantee that the illegal

immigrants would be willing to land in

England. He had not, for instance, con-

sulted the Jewish Agency.

3. Mr. Bentwich spoke very moderately

and said that he was only concerned to

avoid possible serious troubles when the

Jews were disembarked at Hamburg. I
explained the background to this question
and said that, as f ar as I was aware , it

would be almost impossible to find suitable

accommodation for such a large number in

the United Kingdom within the few days

notice now available. Admission into the

United Kingdom was essentially a matter
for the Home Office and I thought that they

might well find it difficult to agree to

the proposal. I could hold out little
hope that the present suggestion could be

adopted but I thanked Mr. Bentwich for
calling to communicate it.

.~s

(J. G. 8. Beith).
3rd September..11 .
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No. 249
54/134/47

9
HIS Majesty's

I

Minister

presents his compliments to His

for Foreign

mentioned

y FE 830
at Stockholm

Majesty's Prin ipal Secretary of State

Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under-

documents.

Stockholm.
i... September

Reference t

Foreign Office telegra

o previous posesponde e

m No. 2468 of 22nd Augus tUto Berlin

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Correspondence from Jewish

organisation in Sweden

dated 26th, 27th and 29th

AugusSt, and H.M. LegationS
acknowledgement dated
September, 1947.

1st

Transport of illegal
immigrants from Port
to Hamburg.

le -Bouc

British Legation

1947.

qk



Copy of a telegram dated 26th August, 1947, addressed

to H.M. Minister by the World Jewish Congress, Swedish

Section, The Scandinavian Jewish Youth Association, The

Jewish Student Club, The Jewish Club Association of Polish

Jews in Sweden, The Association of Roumanian Jews in Sweden,

Hechaluz in Sweden, Bachad in Sweden, The League for the

Working Palestine in Sweden.

We express our indignation and our deep sorrow about

the decision of the Government of Great Britain to send the

4300 Jewish refugees on the ship Exodus to Germany to the

land which is imbued with Jewish blood. We demand to permit

these 4300 Jews to come to Palestine. We apply to the

Swedish Government to intervene at the British Government tc

open the gates of Palestine for the Jews on Exodus. We

apply to the President of the Palestine Commission at Geneva

Justice Emil Sandstrom, to 'intervene for the permission of

these Jews to come to Palestine. We apply to the Palestine

Commission and the whole civilized world to find a righteous

solution for the problem of Palestine in the way to accord a

possibility of unlimited emigration to Palestine for all the

Jews who wish to settle there and especially for the home-

less Jews in the camps.



MOSAISKA FURSAMLI NGEN,
Wahrendorffsgatan 3,

Stockholm.

To H.B.M. Minister

The British Legation

Strandysgen 82

Stockholm.

The Undersigned

Jewish

may

communities

be forwarded,

Government

humbly requests,

in Sweden, that

through your

on behalf

the attached

intermediary

of the

resolution

to the

of Great Britain.

Stockholm, 27th August, 19)-7.

(signed)

Chairman

Gunnar Josephson

of the Jewish Community in

S tockholm.
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COPY

To the Government of Great Britain:

The Jewish Communities in Sweden, deeply moved by the

melancholy fate which threatens the unfortunate homeless people

on board s.s. President Warfield (Exodus), wish to express

their brotherly sympathy for these people who are so grievously

tried. We appeal to the people and to the Government of Great

Britain, so that these unfortunates may be spared the tragic

fate and shame of being returned to a country in which 
the Jewi

people have suffered a cruel mass extermination without

parallel in the history of mankind.

We renew our appeal to the
make possible the immigration t
possible of the great number of

Government of
o Palestine of
homeless Jews.

Great Britain to
as many as

Stockholm, 27th August, 197.

Mosaiska Fusamlingen i Stockholm

M. Ehrenpreis

Emil Kronheim

Boris Meyerson

Gunnar Josephson

Leodor Levy

Samuel Nisell

Erik Wolff

Mosaiska Forsamlingen i Goteborg

Herman Lb

Herbert Sterner

M.R. Henriques

N. Garellick

Mosaiska F5rsamlingen i Malm5

David Grunwald

Elias Silbersky

J. E. Benjamin

Albert Marlow

Isidor Kamras

Leopold Levin

Igar Feldbaum

Boris Levinschal

Mosaiska Forsamlingen i Norrkoping

Sven Hirsch Salomon Taitz

Mauritz Stern

- !



Copy of telegram dated 29th August 
from the Zionists

Society and Wizo, Stockholm, to H.MI. Minister.

To the British Government, London: Assembled here

to-day to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first

Zionist congress, we feel 
it a heavy duty to express 

our

emphatic protests to the British Government against the

fate of our tortured brethren and sisters of the Exodus

caused by the British Government's action against them.

In the name of humanity we appeal to the British Government

as representatives of the British people not to return them

to the country of their disaster but to mitigate their

sufferings and their great calamity by opening 
the gates of

Palestine for them.

-. , -~-
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6

FOREIGN OFFICE. S.W.1

(r 7770/48/31)

At the risk of repeating much that was included in

the two official comminiques issued in London on the 21st

and 23rd August on this subject, I should like to explain

briefly the facts of the present case. On theP18thREuID
4,554 Jews were intercepted on board the s.s. .DThe
WAPFIELD in an attempt to enter Palestine illegally.nThey

had left France with forged Colombian visas of destination,

in contravention of the International Conventions for the

safety of Life at Sea and Load Lines. This shipik of und0r
2,000 tons was far too small to carry anything like 4,500

people in safety, let alone in proper conditions of

sanitation. The French authorities had instructed the ship

not to leave, but she cut her hawsers.

The case of th
particularly flagrar
responsible fororg
traffic. As you wi:
the Government of PE
embarrassocd in theii
the maintenance ofI
by this Jewish ille
enforce the present
Jews and they would

befointerim p
recommend
altering
importanc
await the
Neverthel
traffic a
object of
country,
delicate
and Jews.

ARFI
tho R

nt

an

PRESIDENT
example

ising the
.be aware

alestine ha
r exercise
peace and i
gal immigra
immigration
have no ju

re the Unit

WARFIULD represented a
of the activities of those
Jcwjsh illegal immigration
SHis majesty's Governmenft and

ye for s om time boen gravely
of the Palestine Mandate and in

nternal security in Palestine
nt traffic. They arc bound to

)n quota of 1,500 a month for
stification in the present
ed .Nations make a

ation regarding the future of Palestine, for
this quota. Immigration policy is of cardinal
e to the Palestine problem and all concerned shoi.ld
decision of the United Nations in this regard.

ess, the organisers of the illegal immigrant
re at present trying to exceed the quota with the
upsetting the balance of population in the

and are thereby aggravating an already tense and
situation which has lcd to bloodshed between Arabs

In view of the exceptional
ELD contingent and of the
l f- Pt Firnce H is Majesty'Is

size of the PRETSIDTNT
illicit manner in which

LLUJ 1 . )%aL% , .

alternative but to arrange for the return of the illegal

immigrants to their country of embarkation, France. It had

become evident that the policy of sending illegal immigrants

to camps in Cyprus, where they qualify for inclusion in the

legal imrnigra-cion quota to Palestine, had only served to

encourage the stream of illegal immigrants which has for

months been flowing from Eastern '. urope via countries with

a Meditterranean seaboard. It is noteworthy that a la rge

part of this stream consists, not of refugees, but of Jews

who have been encouraged by the organisers of the traffic to

leave their homes in Eastern Turope. The organisers select

the immigrants with little regard to humanitarian
considerations. The older people, perhaps with relatives in

Palestine who would qualify on those grounds arc regularly
passed over in favour of young men and women and expectant

mothers (the latter most unsuited to face the appalling

conditions of overcrowding in which they are sent to

Palestine). Parents are encouraged to send their children

on/...
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on the understanding that they' arc to be legal immigrants

A case has just arisen where a number of Hungarian parents

have asked to have back their children from amongst the

PRESID NT WAR FI~LD party when it arrives in the British

Zone; they wore misled by the organisers of the traffic to

think that their children were to be admitted on the legal

quota.

To revert to the events following the return of

the 4,500 illegal immigrants to Franco. The British

transports were left at Port de Bouc for three weeks in the

hope that their passengers would accept the French offer of

hospitality and disembark in France. Yvhen it became clear

that the illegal immigrants would not agree to land and

that the French Government would not constrain them to do

so, it was necessary to find a destination for them under

British jurisdiction. In the light of the general situation

in regard to the illegal immigrant traffic 
which I have

briefly explained above, His Uajesty's Government were quite

clear that it would be undesirable to send the illegal

immigrants back to Cyprs. They considered a number of

destinations in British Colonial territory but in no case

was it possible to arrange adequate accommodation t short

notice for such a large number of people. It was therefore

reluctantly decided to send the illegal immigrants

temporarily to the British Zone on Germany, the only place

where accommodation could be provided at short notice, and

to continue to press the French Government to receive them

back through the British Zone

There has been much criticism of the decision to

send these Jews to Germany. For the reasons I have given

above, no alternative destination was available. It

should be remembered, moreover, that this territy is

administered by His Majesty's Government and that the

illegal immigrants will be looked after by the British

military administration and not by Germans. Moreover, as

you will clearly see, there was absolutely no need for them

to go to Germany at all, They have spent threc weeks

waiting off a French port with every facility and

encouragement to go ashore, both from the French and British

side. They, and those who inspire them, have chosen instead

to make a political point of refusing to land, thereby

causing His Majesty's Government to send them to a

destination which is unwelcome to everyone concerned. It

is moreover, the hope of His Majesty's Government that

after their arrival in Hamburg it will be possible for the

illegal immigrants to pass through Germany into France.
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[This telegram
retained by the

Cypher/OTP.

is of particular secrecy and

authorised recipient and not

CABINET DISTRIBUTION.

Eh 2oul be
should be
passed on].v4;, F 47

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Ashley Cl'
Ngo. 876.

8th September

Repeated to:

arke.

1947.

D. 5,40

R. 5.45

Lubbecke
Hambu tfor Ri
Jerus em,
Washington,
Berlin,
Steliberg Kiel

p.m. 8th september 1947.

8th September 1947.

Commissioner);

(for Regional Commissioner).

11O)3T I ATE.

Foreign Office
Lubbecke and Hamburg (
Important to Jerusalem,
Kiel (for Regional Comm
Nos. 8, 24,46, 196, 15

please pass Most Immediate to
or Regional Commissioner);
Washington, Berlin and Steinberg

tissioner), as my telegrams
i8 and 5 respectively.

My telegram No.6
immigration.

to Lubbecke: Illegal

M. Bousu et showed me this morning confidentially
a memorandum se ting forth arrangements agreed upon by
the Inter-departmental Comission on 30th Aug st for
the reception of volunteers from among the illegal
immigrants who wish to come to France. Summary is
contained in my immediately following telegram.

2. You will see that essence is that the British
authorities should issue a collective travel document
for parties leaving for France and that this will be
vis &6 by the French Consul-General at Hamburg. On
arrival at the British side of the frontier of the
French Zone (probably Remagen ) a French mission
containing medical and security efcers tllmeet each
arty ve them and satisfy themselves that the
3ndiv.dualsconcerned are genuinely volunteers.

,5 With regard to paragraph (A) in my immediately
following telegra M. Beusquet agreed that it was for
the British authrities to decide at what moment and to
what extent to associate Jewish organization with the

proceedings.

4, With regard
that a first party
days from now, prov:

graph (S) M. Bousqu et agreed
ably be received within 810

were not too numerous.

5, Please
acceptable.

confirm that these arrangements are

(Repeated to Washington and Berlin. Copies sent
to Message Contrl, Norfolk House for repetition to

Lubbecke Hamburg and Steinberg Kiel. Copies sent to
TelegrapA Section Colonial Office for repetition to Jrus~ua].

'4

region al

.,.'X 1 VdrJI 416 414&

3

y .. J .,. ..;:

,.. .
.

11010

4:W:OW: V: W

Jewish
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(This telegram
retained by the

is of particular secrecy and
authorised recipient and not

should be
passed on].

Cypher/OTP.

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Ashley Cl
No. 876.
8th Sopteomber

Repeated to.

arke.

1947,

D. 5.40

R. 5.45

Lubbecke
Hamburg (fo
Jcrusalem,
Washington,
Berlin
Steinberg K

p.m. 8th September 1947.

p.m. 8th September

r Regional

iel (for

1947

Commissioner) ;

Regional Commissioner).
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MOST
SECR

J LubbE
Kiel
Nos.

Foreign Office p
ecke and Hamburg (f
rtant to Jerusalem ,
(for Regional Conmii
8, 24, 46, 196, 138

My telegram
migration.

lease pas
or Region
Wa shingto2
ssion er),
and 3 re

No.6 to Lubbecke:

s Most Immediate to
al Commissioner);
n, Berlin and Steinberg
as my telegrams
spect ively.

Illegal Jewish

y v

Y

4

M. Bousquet- showed me this morning confidentially
a memorandum setting forth arrangements agreed upon by
the Inter-departmental Commission on 30th August for
the reception of volunteers from among the illegal
immigrants who wish to couc to France. Su:nary is
contained in ny innediately following telegram.

2. You will see that essence is that the British
authorities should issuc a collective travel docinzent
for artics leaving for Franco and that this will be
vis by the French Consul--General at Hamburg. On
arrival at the British side of the frontier of the
French Zone (probably Remagen) a French mission
containing medical and security officers will meet each
party1 vet them and satisfy themselves that the
individuals concerned are genuinely volunteers.

3. With regard to paragraph (A) in m immediately
following telogram M. Bousquet agreed that it was for
the British authorities to decide at what moment and to
what extent to associate Jewish organisations with the
proceedings.

4, With regard to paragraph (E)
a first party could probably be
from now, provided it wrero not1

M. Bousquet agreed
roceived within 8-10

too numerous.

5. P1eackse
accopt able.

confi n that these arrangements

[Ropeatod t
to Message Control
Lubbocko, Haburg
Telegraph Suction

o Washington and Berlin. Copies
, Norfolk House; for repetition
and Steinberg Kiel. Copies sent
Colonial Office for repetition t:

sent
to
.to
o Jerumlem ].
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S850e/48/G
Confidential,
Cyp herTcP TALNo2

FROM FORIGH OFFE I TO LUBBECKE

(To O§ffice of Political Adviser" to C.-in-O. Germany)

No. 4968

10th September,1947 D. 9.40 a.m. 11th September,1947

Repeatcc to Berlin No, ?723 (Important)
Jerusalem Important)
Faris No. 2030 (Important)
lJashington No. 9370 (Important)

8 8 8 8 8

IL ,lD rp

Paris telerams Nos. 876
Jewish illegal immigration].

Please report as soon as
you are making to announce to
all who wish to go to France
to know how many "'volunteersA

and 877 Lof September

possible the
the Jews our
and how soon
there are.

8th:

2. It
as to t
France.

would be useful
ie likelihood of'

to have
a large

a preliminary estimate
number wishing to go to

3. Everythin, -ossible should be done to Jrevent the
mass of illegal immigrants from being organised again
by the leaders who sought to prevent them from dis-
embarking. Can these men be strictly segregated until
volunteers have been called for and nave left? Press
reports indicate that at any rate some of them have been
segregated already.

h

2i)

Bas ic

arrageents
plan o send
we are likely

rr
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Cr a V

(This telegram is of pazrtiulaw secrecy and
rtained by the authorised recipient and not

Cypher/OTP CABINET DTION

FROM PARIS TOFGLRIGN

Mr. Ashley Clarke
No, 877?

8th September,

Repeated to

1947.

D. 5.47

R. 5.56

p.m. 8th September,

p.m. 8th September,

Berlin
Iubbeoke
Hamburg

(for Regional Commissioner)
Steinberg Kiel (for Regional Cwmmissioner)
Washington
Jerusalem

MOST TOMRDIATE

Foreign Office please
and Hamburg and Import ant
Washington and Jerusalem,
19' and 47 respectively.

My Immediately preceding
immigrat ion.

pass Most lI ediate
to Berlin, Steinberg
as my telegrams Nos.

telegrm:

to Lubbeokm
Kiel,
9, 25 , 159, 4,

illegal Jewish

Following
Commiss ion:

are the main decisions of Interdepartmental

(A) It will be for the British authorities
in the first place whether the refugees wish or
coe to Frans and to provide "Stateless P]ersen"
meats in the forn of ee1lective passports which.
presented to Frnouh Censul-sGgeral, Haabur b
of JA prgaisatiois aoom panied by Br is a

to determine
do not wish to
travel dou-

will be

(B) Frenoh ensul-General will give
visas into FranSe to count against normal
See tepoary residence in France.

(C)
to entry
the help

them collective entry
quota open to Jews

F realities a necessary sanitary oper nations prior
intouFrane. to take place in the British Zone with
of British dostors.

(D) At France-British frontier post on British side a
French Mission, including security and medical serviess,
having previously received frm French Consul-General, Huabwg,
list of entry Tsas and names of beneficieries, will shook that
persons named on this list are genuine volunteers. Th
sanitary inspection, having already taken place in the British
Zone, will be much simplified at the frontier.

should b
passed oudns

OFFICE

1947.

194?.
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-rat2 t Frasa ase Wpill .. h.lidag s s at
ie Mmrans. N. 1izigtants sn be asse

the i hs th Baise the ap. will be
mpti be owe then.

(senh ralwas will Vewiwe at least ose Week'
nat eat the tramport sahedules,

8. uill text fll.ws by bag.

[Repeated to elnan Washingte.
Caples sent tol ssage4 OGiatral, Neiflk fle,
fw petIts Al to cubes.amburg and3telnberg 11.
Copies seat to Telegraph 8eetio, Colelnial Offis,
to reptitilon to Jerusalaa.]
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Draft.

Telegram.

No..

(D ate)........ .....-......

Repeat to :

JERUS .

BERLIN.

No.. i.........

Cyap, Ch er'-

Cypher.

Distribution

Cabinet.

VA % 4 A(

Copies to:

I.I.

I t
/ Sept6er, '947.

Dp ed { M.

I IA.

Your telegrams Nos. 876 and 877

Cof September 8th: Jewish illegal

immigrat ionj.

Iagree generally to the detailed

arrangements proposed by the Frenc Government,

subject to the following observations:-

(a) under decision (A)) of the Inter-

departmental Commission I cannot

accept that representativess of

dJewish organisations" have any

locus standi in this matter, which

is essentially one for arrangement

between H. M. G. and the French

Government. I understand that

the French are making it clear that

they mean representatives of the

"President Warfield" illegal

immigrants;

(b) under decision (D) I am not very

happy about the proposal that a

French Mission at the frontier should

check that persons named on the

list are genuine volunteers. 'I--

fear that this might leave us with

another Port de Bouc incident at

the last minute, with all its

attendant damage to Anglo-French

relations. I think the emphasis

should be placed on determining the

wishes/

.Z

In

z

z
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wishes of the Jews before

from the British

suggestion

zone and

departure

I welcome

that a iepresentat ive

French Consulate-General

should travel

2. Please see

to Lubbecke to which I

final arrangements

French

down with

also my

the

of the

at Hamburg

the Jews. Thi4

telegram No.L4$ 08

await a .reply before

can be concerted with the

authorities.
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[This telegram
retained bXthe

C onfidential.

is of particular seorec and should bepassed On]

Cypher/c*P. CABf4 TDISTRIBUTI0

OM FOREIGN-r IQB TO PA .

Io. 2059*

11th september, 1947.
D. 8.4 5 lith September,

Repeated

IMEDIA"I .

Jewish

to LubbOke INo.U/N Immediate
Jerusale3 No.U/N
Berlin No.2756

Washington No.940 5.

Your telegrams Iios.8 7 6

illeal Soi gratiOnr].
and 877 [of September

© ose
I ee general to the detailed oar n ts

d bythe French oternment, subje
observations-

'A' of te Intcr~de atJntasl
under decision (Ao "re e aiVes of Jewish

iss on I cannot acce tathispmtterrhich

organizations" hve any dtween His Mat

ioensn n the French Governmesetalnn o ar ,t. i understand ttiat
,n esniaa teFof*heIA's derre are Bent at ive s

the Frenh akin it clear that ta

of the "Pre sident Warfi.eld" l~&2.~s L~m

should

(b) under decision (D) i at
the proposal that a French i sihe stI
check that ersons named on the it

I fear that his night leaave u
incident at the las minutewi th all

to AngloFrench relations. th th

lace on determining the wishes I
par ture from the British zone rnd I

that a re esentatiV o wi the e Je
H r sa shouldirelybei at

that these are the Jews wh
are willing to enter France.

Lubbe ck
Renits a

the r on er ash1y

are genuine volunteers".
other Port de Bouc
its attendant damage
emphasis should be

e Jews before
welcome the suggestion
nsulat-cene ra at
ws. This
position totestyHs~bu and that they

2. Please see also my telegrailI4o.'fial arrang%0-

:e to which I await a repl bore are.
anl be concerted with the French authcritiS

1947.

8th:
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Cypher/OTP

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFI CE-1

D1

DFAPJRT~~TLfO

Mr. Ashley Clerke.

8th September, 1947 R. 6.07 p.m.

8th September,

8th September,

to jerusafen
(Forei 1 Office p1

my telegram No.
ease pass
48).

to Jerusalem

TOP SECRET

No.851. Illegal Jewish im2migr atiOf.

While I was with M. Bousquet this acr nin g he received

message from Entr' aide Francaise that American Joint

Distribution Committee had informed then that if His

Majesty's Government granted definite monthly quota of

isas for Palestine open to Jews in France they would

co-operate in brining President Warfield Jews back to

France but not otherwise.

2. M. Bousquet again suggested desirability of granting

qota for Jews who have enteredeFrance sllhis Waould.

naturally apply to any volunteers from i e s en f

He tgt that an iwmnedi nto announcement in the sense ofuhtty

the foregoing would help s in disposing of the Jews who

are now in process of landing.

[Copies sent
for repetition to

to Telegraph Section, Colonial

Jerusalem].

4

9.

Repeated

1947

1947

as

D. 6.604 pm.

f I I / I / I

MOS IMDIAT-E

Mytele gr am

Office,



Registry
No. E $30 g GC

J. G S. B.

Draft.

PARa

Telegram.

No..... . .. . C. .. C

Dated.. ....

CYPBER.

Repeat to°-

JERUS

NO.. . "..........

4 

10,

Departmental No.

Copies :-

I. I P

FOREIGN OFFICE,, S. W. 1.

II

Des atched 2
I
4 M.

September, 194.7.

IMMEDIATE.

Your telegram No. 878 Eof September

8th: Jewish illegal immigration.

We await the comments of

Commissioner at Jerusalem on this proposal,

but, in the meanwhile,

reply f' , b b

2. We are limited toVtotal Jewish

immigration quota of 1,500 per month,which

cannot be cha e during the present interim

period before United Nationse o*

veseheor Half of this quota is used for

clearing the canrps at Cyprus and there are

-e practical reasons why this
SkoaLA.

arrangement -mae* be maintained X the
e4 t

present. Between 250 and 30 month are

allocated to the British zones of Germany

and Austria and 25 to the French zones. The

High Commissioner is particularly keen

dn keeping the- remaining 400 or

compassionate cases in all European countries

including France. - As there are 6,000 of

these cases on'the Goverment of Palestine J

books( which, have had to be temporarily

closed) there is strong objection to cutting

down this residual amount.

3. I think it is best to face the fact

that we mee e r cneir

suggestion/

z
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z

Z

0

-
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gestion and thereby single them out for

special treatment amongst European countries.

Quite apart from the question of principle;

involved, the quota is ioo small to b6 further

sub-divided.
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E 8508/48/0

Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTALNo .1

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS

No. 2038 D. 8.50 p.m. 11th September, 1947

11th September, 1947

Repeated to Jerusalem

unuuU

CONFIDENTIAL

Your telegram No. 878 [of September 8th: Jewish
illegal immigration].

We await the comments of the Acting High Comissioner
at Jerusalem on this proposal, but, in the meanwhile, our
reply mst be as follows.

2. We are limited to a total Jewish immigration quota
of 1,500 per month, which cannot be changed during the
present interim period before action is taken on a United

nations recomnuenlation. Half of this quota is used for
clearing the camps at Cyprus and there are strong practical
reasons why this arrangement shouldI be amtntain@d forth

rent Between 250 ant 500 permits a month are allocated
o the British zones of Germany and Austria ant 25 to

the French zones. The High Commissioner is particularly
keen on keeping the remaining 400 or so a monitor
compassionate cases in all Eurpean countries including t
France. As there are 6,000 of these cases on the Goyernment
of Palestine's books (which have had to be temporarily
closed) there is strong objection to cutting ownthis
re sidual amount.

5. I think it is best to face the fact that we are very
unlikely to be able to meet the French in their suggestion
and thereby single them out for special treatment
saongst European countries. Qu ieaartfrmteqsio
ofrinoiple involved, e u is small to be
further sub-divided.
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OPEN

No.2571
(12/32

P-
British Political Mission in Hungary,

-- -

I

8 32~~

Budape st.

4th September,

4

*0

1947.

4atr-/~

Sir,

With reference to Mr.Helm
t s dispatch No.1 5 of 14th

May, 1947, regarding the illegal residence and transit of

Jews in Hungary, I have the honour to report that upon

hearing of the existence of a camp in a residential quar-

ter of Budapest, where it was alleged up to eight hundred

people had resided and that they were Jews in transit to

Palestine, I caused enquiries to be made of Mr.Szebenyi,

Under Secretary in the Ministry of the Interior.

2 Mr. Szebenyi said that wnmhe had already learned of

the existence of this camp and that on doing so he had im-

mediately sent detectives to investigate but that when they

arrived the camp had already been vacated. He said that this

camp would not be again used for illegal residents or transit,

and further stated that the authorities had been investigat-

ing two or three other suspicious camps, but he declined to

go into details. As on a previous occasion Mr.Szebenyi was

friendly and inclined to be helpful, but in a somewhat ab-

stract manner. For instance, he talked in general about the

undesirability of people roaming about Hungary without

proper identity documents or permits for residence or transit.

He said that since "stabilisation" iii Roumania, the number of

people entering Hungary illegally from there had decreased,

but the frontier control on the Roumanian side was almost

non-existent and the Hungarians were unable to post sufficient

guards along it. Mr.Szebenyi said that the authorities were

doing everything in their power to stop this illegal traffic

and endeavoured to send back all illegal immigrants to whence

they came. There was practically no illegal crossing of the

Jugoslav-Hungarian frontier because co-operation between the

guards on each side was most satisfactory.

3. Mentioning the case of the "Exodus" Mr. Szebenyi said that

of recent months many Jews, who claimed to be of Hungarian

nationality, have applied to Hungarian Misdons in Europe, he

mentioned Paris particularly, for permission to re-enter

Hungary. These people, he assumed, had left the country with

the hope of getting into Palestine, but after considerable

wandering and delay realised that they had been deceived and

preferred to return home. He said that in most cases there

was no objection to their return, and permission was granted

after investigation of each individual case. Minors under

the age of sixteen, such as most of the children on the

"Exodus" would be allowed to return to Hungary, provided

their Hungarian nationality was in no doubt, without investi-

gation as it would be assumed that they had a clean polit-

ical slate".

4. Mr.Szebenyi further said that whilst the charitable ao-

tivities of the American Joint Committee were welcome and ap-

reciated by the authorities, as the Committee brought both

provisions and money to Hungary, he had some suspicion conoer

ning the r81e played by a few of the leading people in the

/Committee

The Right Honourable
Ernest Bevin, M.P.,

etc. etc. etc.

r-



-2-

Committee whom he thought might 
be involved in assistinS

the illegal movement of Jews twasrsupportediby Anglo-
gested, however, that as thiswasuprebyAgogstedhowe, t wa rto the latter to investi-
Saxon funds, it was really up In conclusion Mr.

Szgatenyisaidandt t siac the lightening up of the 
regu-

lationy governing movement 
in the British and American

Zones in Austria and Germany, a reduction of Jewish

illegal immigration had 
been noticed in Hungary.

I have the honour to be,

With the highest respect,
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble Servant,

-7

1
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09 SE~u' A1
Cypher/TP

FROM PANAA TO

Mr. Greenway
No. 85

FOREIGN

D. 2.10
R. 9.26

OFFICE.

p.m.
p.m.

8th
8th

September
September

8th September 1947.

VT,

IMPORTANT.

Your telegram No. 92.

Panamanian Government have at last replied
saying instructions have been issued to masters
and owners of these ships not to engage in
illegal traffic: adding Panamanian law does not
permit op ncellation of registration without certain
Tormalities not yet fulfilled. They therefore ask for all
information and proof possessed by His Majesty' s Government.

In other words they propose to do nothing about
whatevermy French colleague complains thatIs
representations on this subject are totally ignored.

Could you impre ss on the
London the importance of early

Panamanian Minister in
action being taken?

[Copy sent to middle East Secretariat.]
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768

0 HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Paris
presents his compliments to Lem.eP e'8'. of 8" for
and has the honour to transmit to hi the under-mentioned
documents.

British...... .........

8 tb...apt.e 0%*194".~/..
Reference to previous correspondence:

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Copy of Note frond
Ministry of Foreign fro
Affairs (Direction
Generate des
Conventions administer tives
et Sociales), dated 1t
September, 1947.

Jewish refugees
m the "Exodus".

3479A 30582-1 (8)
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-etion Ghnhrale des
entions Administratives
et Sociales.

ler Septembre

N 0 T EmmmNoa OTOamoE

Accueil
refugi@ s

en France
de l'Exo

La Commission rEunie a la Pri$sidence diu Consd&l

le 30 aoIt, en vue de ddfinir les conditions

niques dans lesquelles la dicisiori du Bernier Conseil

des Ministres

pourrait

relative

etre appligue,

aux rf ugi es

a abouti. aux

de 1'Exodus

conclusions

suivante s
En zne britanniq ue

d iemae.. 1°- a) C' est aux autoritis britanniq3ues

appartiend.ra de constater en premier lieu

refugies

la France.

sur le nombre

de 1'Exodus

Dbs qu'elles

sont ou non volontaires

seront

des volantaires,

pour

fixes rniu

les autorit&s

britanniques stabliront des documents de voyage

ppur apatrides

qui seront

sous forme

present e U ar
de passeports collectifs

des d14gue s

sations israelite9

des autorit$s

accompagns

britanniques, au Consul

des reprysentants

Qeneral ~de

France Hambourg.

Le Consul Gene :al leur accordera

1947

des
dus.

:"

qu'il

si les

des visas

tech-

des organi -

b)

6

.
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llect'ifs

rmnalouv
1?eelites.

d' entree en France,

pour le sjour

Cette mesure

a valoir
temporaire,

est noteminent

sur le contingent I

en France, des

indispensable pour

perrnettre,

I' entretien

le cas scheant,

des immigrants.

1' appui financier

Cette organisation

de l'O.I.R. b
avait en'effet

refuse de preter son concours i Port de Bouc parce que

immigrant a 6taient consid6res come entries illegalement

France

c)
al

prfables

que

Ocntr6le
la

.ont

avant leur depart

Lea foralites

b l' entire

et avec le

de Sete.

et operations

en France

concours

- Au poste

britannique

services

auront

de medecins

frontibre

de la frontibre,

de s6cuxt6

communication, par

et medecins,

le Consulat

de la liste des visas d'entree

b6neficiaires, s'assurera

liste sont bien volontaires

sanitaires

iu dans

necessaires

la zone britanni-

britanniques.

franco-britannique,

une mission

qui

G6f ral

en France,

que les personnel

frangaise

mais du cot6

comprenant

aura regu au prealable

de France i Hambourg,

et des noms des

insorites sur cette

pour la France.

La visite sanitaire, ayant d ;j et6 effectuge en zone

britannique, sera tres simplifiee b -la frontibre.

3O- Financement du sejour des ref ug&6s en France.

Les services

l' assent iment

competent s

des organisations

s' efforceront

isra lit es

d' obtenir

b l' entret ien

immigrants de l'Exodus. A defaut, cette charge devra incomber

L'O.I.R. Celle-ci pourrait d' autant moins se derober.

immigrants pnetreront cette fois en France dans des conditions

absolument regulibres.

cette question lora

les

' i

en
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.htx chain passage ai Paris de ce dernier.

Les avances necessaires seront assures par le Ministere

deo Finances au profit duguel seront effectues les remboursements

soit par les organisations isra6lites, soit par l'0.I. R.

14..- Hfbergement.- LtEntrtAide frangaise mettre , la dis-

position des immigrants ses camps de vacances devenus d.isponibles

(il s'agit de 5 ou 6 camps, dont celui de Costebelle, dans le Var

pouvant contenir a lui seul 1200 personnes).

Des am nagements seront apport6s aux camps en question

pour permettre aux immigrants de passer 6 ventuellement la periode

dt hiver.

50- Transport.- La S.N. C.F. devra ttre inf ormde du

plan de transport au moins une semaine avant sa r 6 alisation (point

de destination en France, 4 chelonnement des departs via zone

frangaise d'occupation etc...).

60- Ravitaillement.- Les Services du Ravitaillement as-

sureront la mise en place des denroes a d6bloquer au profit des

camps de vacances appeals h recevoir lee immigrants. LtEntr'Aide

frangaise fournira, sur see stocks, lee denr6es neceesaires pendant

les premiers ours.

7o Conclusion..- Compte tenu des indications qui prach-
dent, ii ne paralt pas possible d'etre en stat d' t acenueillir les rm-

migrants de l xodus avant la fin du present moil. Lee cam.
vacances ne seront en efet vacua u' cette date de leursoccupants ac, ue a.

. +

+-



En vue de l' application d'une formule susceptible

traduire dans les faits la decision du Conseil dea Ministres

*d soviter en France le retour des incidents qui ont marque le

depart de l'Fxodus du port de Sete, M. Brousquet propose que,

d'accord avec le Gouvernement britannique, un contingent

aussi 61ev4 cue sble soit accorded a la France pour l.

emigration reguliere, en Palestine, des ismilites resident sur

son territoire,

Le Gouvernement britannique a, a notre dernande,

accord un contingent de 25 personnes par mois a la zone fran-

gaise dtAllernagne. Or celle-ci ne comporte pas. actuellement

d'Isiaelites. Il a donc sugger 6 que le contingent de la Zone

frangaise d'Allemagne soit attribus a la France et major6 de

maniere a comprendre le plus grand nombre possible dt israelites.

'l pourrait Stre entendu que si des departs clandes-

tins avaient lieu a destination de la Palestine, le Gouvernement

britannique se reserverait le droit de supprimer le contingent

ainsi accorded. Ce systeme aurait pour effet dtamoner les

organisations israelites'a se montrer beaucoup plus reticentes

pour l'organisation des departs clandestine vers la Palestine.

En effet, tout depart clandestin risquerait de comporter des

consequences graves pour les israelites de bonne foi residant en

France et susceptibles, grace au contingent, de se rendre

regulierement en Palestine.
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11. y a lieu de noter que M. Segalat qui assistait

au Conseil des Ministres au cours duquel a st6 trait 4 le

probleme des r6fugies de l t Exodus, a indique M. Bouquet

que le Conseil s'6tait montre tres Evasif sur'les measures

susceptibles d'8tre prises par la France pour sviter le

retour des incidents qui avaient marque le depart de

1' Exodus.
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Office of the British
Polit ical Represent at ive ,

Bucharest.

74/47/47 
9th August, 1947.

Dear Department,1 "

Your letter (E 6717/48/31) of 29th July, our letters Nos.

r/74/22/47 and 74/27/47 of the 20th May and 11th June respectively

and Mr. Holman's telegram No. 44kabout the American Joint

Distribution Committee in Roumania ? (/2

2. Yesterday, the 25th August, the Communist Party made a frontal

attack on the present management of the Com ittee. Since the -

departure of Mr. Jacobson, the American manager of the A.J.D.C. in

Roumania, the Committee has been run by Mr. Costiner, Mr. Jacobson's

former assistant. The Communists demanded the immediate resignation

of Mr. Costiner and his replacement by two "democratic" nominees.

or. Costiner asked the reasons for the 
demand and was told he was

not acceptable. The Communists, when pressed for reasons, 
alleged

that Mr. Costinerhhad not foreseen the stabilisation o teo ible
and the A.J.D.C. had been caught with 50 millirso novril

lei. Mr. Costiner easily disposed of this 
accusation by asserting

that he was being attacked for 
having refused to deal on the black

market in dollars and gold, the-only 
possible way to safeguard

against the sudden depreciation of the old leu. Either he nor any

other citizen knew when the stabilisation would take place. To

this the Communists gave no repl buynrae hi ead o

his immediate resignation.

3, Mr. Costiner telephoned to Mr. Schwartz, 
European Representative

of the A.J.D.C. residing at Paris, to ask for instructions. Mr.

Schwartz decided to,' come to Roumsnia at once. When M. Costlier

carsied theoui~ coe to pRomnat ofnce qWhestMr. uontie

askedMr.Schwartz arrived, he was told that permission would not be

given to Mdr. Schwartz to enter Roumania owing to his reactionary 

attitude and a decision must be taken at once. Therereactiotly

doubt that Cost iner will have to go or, at least, to join a

Board composed of a majority of 
Communists.

4. Kendall has seen two members of the Board of the Roumanian

branch of the A.J.D.C. who left him in no doubt as to the meaning

of this Communist move. All A.J.D.C. funds sent to Roumania in

future will, they alleged, be used exclusively to impose Communist

allegiance on the 4-500,000 J -nw living in Roumania. Dr..

Filderman, who is afraid t enter the British or United States

Legation buildings, told endall that he was on the point o-f

publicly withdrawing from all Jewish bodies and institutions as

he is in immediate danger of arrest by the Communists and yet

refuses to continue to belong to any Jewish body which is

obliged to land itself to Co'Yaunist political machinations.

5. The Near East Division of the State Department in Washington

may be interested in these developments in Roumania, especially

as henceforth A.J.D.C. funds will certainly 
be used rather for

political than relief purposes.

6. We are sending a copy of this letter to Chancery at Washington.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY.

Eastern Department,
Foreign office.

-- - -..

---
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Ner.84/136/47

S Majesty's Ambassador at Washington presents his

compliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under-

mentioned documents.

British Embassy

Washington, D. C.

.Septlmber ... .... f ... .5.194hf

-n

Reference to previous correspondence:

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date.

Copy letter to
Emanuel Celler,
Sept. 4, with enclos-
ure "Communique on
Palestine" and letter
dated Sept. 2 from
Representative Celler.

Subject.

Protest re treatment
of Jews from "President
Warfield" being sent to
Germany, and reply
taken from B.I.S.
communique, etc.
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Write to acknowledg the receipt

oSc Irux letter Of September 2nd ab t tie

people 'taken from the "Presiden W.rfil"

whch Ia ending on .to London.

I tink you will.ws to see the

enclosed text of :,the:'. ritishi Govet aert s

communique bnthi. sub eetw~ch expainsth

T a o sich led to. their decision.
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COMUN E ON PALESTIN

H.. Government early this morning (August 21) issued
the following communique on the subject of the 4,554 Jewish
legal itemigrants on board the three British ships off' the

South Coast of Frances

SOn the 18th July 4,554 Jews were intercepted on
board the "President Warfield in an attempt to enter Palestine
illegally. In accordance with established international proced-
ure and with the prdor concurrence of the French Government they
were returned to France where they had obtained forged documents
and whence taeir ship had sailed without permission.

"The three British transports carrying the Jewish
illegal immigrants arrived off Port de Bouc on July 29th, and
French officials went on board to offer the passengers hospitality
in France. Under the influence of persistent Zionist threats .o
and propaganda. the French Governm.ents offer was rejected. In
spite of this offer and of the official British announcement that
in no circumstances would any of the illegal immigrants be, taken
to Cyprus or Palestine, only about 130 of the passengers have
disembarked during the three weeks of their stayat Port de Bouc.

"It is clearly impossible to leave the three British
transports indefinitely in French waters and it has therefore
been decided that, unless: the Jews begin to disembark beforeN, 0
6 p.m. British Summer Time, August 22, the ships will sail for
the British Zone of °Germany where their passengers will be
immediately disembarked. This is the only tern itory under _m

British jurisdiction outside. Cyprus where such a large number
of people can be adequately housed and fed at short notice, g$

NH..i,.G. are satisfied that the Jewish Agency have
sufficient influence to persuade the illegal immigrants to land
in France. They consider that, if the Jewish Agency really haye
the interests of these illegal immigrants at heart, they should
be prepared to send a representative, for whose journey H.«.G.
would afford every facility within their power, to Port de Bouc
in order to make a last appeal to reason.

"In view of the wide publicity which this case has
recently received and the frequent Aiisrepresentations of British
policy in this matter, it may be well to re-emphasize the
following facts;

/"Pending



2.

"Pending a decision by
future of Palestine, H. ..G. are
maintenance of law and order in
ensuring that nothing is done to
of the United Nations.

"Immigrationi policy s of

Palestine problem, and H..M.G. would

present interim period for altering.
ration quota of 1,500 a month. The

immigrant traffic are trying to ex-:c

object of upsetting the balance of

are thereby aggravating an alreadJy
w;hji has led to bloodshed between

the United Nations on the
responsible not only for the
that country, but also for
prejudice the eventual decision

cardinal importance to the
liave no justification in the

the existing Jewish immig-

organizers of the illegal
eed this quota with the

pou -A.tior In the country anid

tense aiid. delicate situation
Arabs and Jews.

u.HM.G. are resolutely determined to combat t"e il

ierigranlt traffic by every means at teir diposal. The trani s-

f er of illegal immigrants to Cyprus as onrly encouraged the

organizer of the traffic, and I.d.G. hve therefore exercised

to return illegal i a to the country where they embarke

for Palestine.

"Since the French Government have offered to readmit

al these Jews to France none of them are obliged to proceed to

Germany unless of their own choice they decline the French offer.

Meanwhile them are several thousand Jews in Germany oy hd
would by now have been legally admitted to Palestine if they ha

not been pushed aside by the streami of illegal immigrants."
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Congress of the Uni.ted States,
House of Representatives,

Washington, D.C.

September 2, 1947.

The Right Honorable the
Ambassador Extraordinary
Office of the Embassy of
3100 Massachusetts Avenu
Washington, D.C.

Lord Inverchapel
and Plenipotentiary
Great Britain

FMy dear Mr. Ambassador:

Both the majority and minority reports of the

United Nations Special Committee on Palestine 
recommend that

the doors of Palestine be opened immediately to 
Jewish

immigration. It seems, therefore, most deplorable and tragic

that your Government remains adamant in its refusal to allow

the 4400 Jewish refugees of the Exodus 1947, to enter Palestine.

They are on route to Hamburg from Gibraltar.

world watches with dismay the cruel treatment accorded

unfortunate victims of Hitler's fiendishness.

It would be an act of mercy

turn the ships back toward Palestine

to enter tlhe Holy Land, now that the

Committee has asked that the doors to

Thes
well as wonder
their fathers.
reward at the

The
these

if your Government would
and allow these refugees
United Nations Special
Palestine remain open.

e long suffering refugees inspire
for their determination to enter

Such fierce integrity of purpose
hands of your Government.

admiration as
the land of
should find

With assurances of highest esteem, I am

Sincerely yours,

(sgd.) EMANUEL CELLER.
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'MI-

YERSONAIL AND) SECREPRS
D D

27th Augustl 197.

Jewish Passenera from HEIDENT WARFIEID

There is one long-term aspect of publicity on this which you might care

to consider.

We have never been able to get any information about the countries of

origin of these 4,5 Jews except that the majority of than are supposed to

have come from North-Eastern Europe, i.e. Poland. Yet Jewish orgaisatons

in their propaganda make a great feature of the fact that they have suftred

already at German hands and that many of them have been "fighters for

freedom" in the war.

Obviously any information about their past which can be discovered by

the Intelligence officers who screen them on arrival in Germny itbeo

considerable value for our publicity - as also for use in Palestine and the

United States, presumably. At our request Chancery have asked Beith

(J.G.S. Beith, Eastern Department) to request Germany to 'fiud out any

information bearing on the following points, and to let ushave it:

(a) The countries of origin of passengers.

(b) How many have been in German concentration camps.

(c) How many have fought against the Germans.

(d) How many were known terrorists.

(The answer to (d) could probably not be used officially).

I thought that you, and News Department also, might like to have this

information for general publicity which you may be arranging for release from

Lo Also, one knows that there may be a certain amount of "sales

resistance" to a request like this all down the line, and especially at the

Intelligence end, by people who do not visualise its possible value for

publicity.

For these reasons I hope that if you agree you may be able to take a

personal interest in our suggested

I implied to you that as recent Jewish spokesmen on the three ships had

defended British troops, Jewish organisations might be realising that their

line of attack on "the brutal soldiery" did not pay. I am afraid I was too

optimistic, and HUANITE and other papers continue to print filthy allegations

against our troops. You will see also the photographs in the English papers

to-day of the Union Jack with a swastika on it. I think you will agree that

on this as on other aspects our publicity should take a strong and direct line.

Lt.-olone S.H.C. Woolrych, O.B.E.,
Western European Information Department,
pareign Office,
London S.W.l.
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TOP SECRET.

Further interim report of Liaison Officer to the Italian Ministry

of the Interior on Illegal Entry into Italy.

1. Following my informal conversations with the British Liaison

Officers at Innsbruck and Salzburg I reccemiended the immediate

appointment of an Intelligence Officer attached to the Liaison.

Staff at' both Innsbruck and Salzburg, to maintain personal contact

with the French and U.S. authorities respectively on matters

relating to attempts by Jews to Dross clandestinely into Italy.

2. The existing Liaison Staffs have, I understand., made repeated

representations, but are prevented by pressure of other liaison

work to maintain the personal contact throughout the frontier

areas necessary to reduce illegal crossing to manageable

proprotions.

3. If, as seems probable, officers with the requisite experience

aent avilable in the British Zone of Austria the urgency of

the problem would appear to justify the sending of officers from

the U.K.

C.P.J. RUCK.

EGS(l)
Ib/I/PF'/153 5/B". Vienna.

25.8.1+7.
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BRITISH CONSULATE C

RABAT.

6th September

ENi ERAL,

dr7- 13 SEP 1947
Confidential.

Dear Department, 1

--

K C/'2

With reference to Foreign Office telegram No.
36 of August 28th, regarding the arrival of the s.s. Pan
York at Safi, and the. possibility of her embarking.Jewish
illegal immigrants there, I was assured by the "Directeum
des Services de Securite Publique" with whom I discussed
the matter, and who seemed well disposed and co-operative,
that the authorities here would do all they could to
stop 'the departure of any Jews from the French Zone of
Morocco. A close watch on shipping, he said, was being
kept at all ports.

2. The police , he said, had recently been
successful in stopping a large party of Jews leaving
French Morocco for Algeria in the region of Oujda, and
a very close watch was being kept on the frontier
between Algeria and French Morocco.

.4,." -'

3. The Resident.General, General Juin, has, I
am informed, sent a circular to the authorities in the
Regions of Fez and Oujda, requesting them to keep a careful
watch on the movement of Jews from Morocco into Algeiia.

I am sending copies of this letter to
Casablanca.

Algie rs

Yours eve

Eastern Department,
Forei nOffice

London SWi.
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qm : Lt. Col.. The Hon.

1/-

MO 4/BM/2211 /o September, 1947.

Thank you very much for your letter No.
E 8076/48/G dated 5th September, attaching a copy
of the letter from His Majesty's Consul-General
Marseilles to the British Embassy, Paris.

2. As far as the suggestions made in paragroaph 3
of the Consul-General's letter are concerned.,I
entirely agree that transports used for conveying
illegal immigrants should be fitted with loud
speakers, and I will ensure that the idea gets to
the right quarter. The provision of an officer in
each ship, who can speak Hebrew and Yiddish is,

however, a more difficult problem. We have learnt
from recent experience in "Operation Oasis" how
difficult it is to produce anyone who can speak these
languages. After thorough enquiries we were only
able to produce three NCO's who spoke Hebrew to screen
the Warfield Jews at Hamburg. We could find no

Yiddish interpreters at all. However, we will ensure
that the latter proposal is given further investigation,
and I, myself, agree that if we can find the officers,
the suggestion is an excellent one..

K

J.E. Cable, Esq.,
Foreign Office.

M.M.TIVNC. I
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71
Paris Telegrams Nos. 876, 877 and 878:

Arrangements proposed for, and Conditions

attached to, theReception of "ZXolunteers"

from amongst the "President Warfi0d" Jews

In France.

All the Jewish illegal immigrants have now been landed
at Hamburg and by this evening will be 'installed in their
camps at Poppendorf and Am Stau. It proved impossible to
provide direct transport to France from the quayside; as
this would have meant delaying the disembarcation. More-
over it will be seen from Paris telegrams Nos. 876 and 877
that the French railways require a week's notice and the
French Government could not agree to receive a first party
for approximately ten days.

The Secretary of State has minuted on Paris telegram
No. 876: "I suppose we must accept, but the French after
acting against us appear to be exacting now". To my mind
these three Paris telegrams produce a deplorable affect and,
on past form, we should have every reason to expect further
procrastination and difficulties from the French side.
After further consideration, however, I am inclined to
think that, however suspicious we may be of French good
faith in this matter, it will pay us best to give no signs
of this and to work on the assumption that the French are
really prepared to carry out their undertaking to receive
back "volunteers".

The conditions stated in Paris telegram No. 877 are,
so far as I can see ,generally acceptable though I would
draw attention to the following points:-

(i) Under (A) the inter-departmental commission
wish the collective passports to be presented
to the French Consul-General at Hamburg by
"representatives of Jewish organisations
accompanied by British authorities". I do
not know what Jewish organisations are meant
and I do Dot see in any case what locus standi
they have in this arrangement between the
British and French authorities.

(ii) Under (D) a French mission at the frontier
will "check that persons named on the list
are genuine volunteers':. This might land
us in last minute complications if the Jews

change their minds.

I have asked the Secretariat at Lubbecke to let us
know as soon as possible what arrangements are being made
to call for volunteers. I think we might confirm this

question/
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question in the annexed telegram. I think we may hope
that a period of waiting amongst the forests of
Poppendorf may lead an increasing number of Jews to
volunteer for France and that we shall lose not hing by
a few days' delay, We must expect continued opposition
from the fanatics and even from certain Jewish organi-
sations but I think that the immigrants themselves will
begin to realise that they are being exploited by such
people. I am inany case not inclined to give serious
consideration to the proposition of the American Joint
Distribution Committee reported in Paris Telegram No.878
that we should grant a definite monthly quota of visas
for Palestine open to Jews in France (and of course to

"t WarfieldJews entering France as volunteers) as a kind
of bait.

J.G.S. Beith.

9th September,1947.
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Mr. Tennant at the Paris Embassy has telephoned
ing this rough translation of a statement which is
press conference in the Quai d'Orsay at 4 o'clock

to me
to be
this

-7
this

made
afternoons

The French Government on August 27th, having taken the decision

to authorise the admission to French territory of all the Jewish

.refugees of the Exodus who, after their disembarkation in the British

Zone of Germany, might volunteer to live in France, the following
arrangements have been worked out by the relevant services of the

French Government and have been communicated to the British Governmer

1. The names and, if possible, status
communicated by the British authorities
General in Hamburg.

2. The representatives ofI
atives of the Jews will go to
Hamburg with a view to establ
ports covering as many names

of
to

the volunteers sh
the French Consula

the British authorities and the
the French Consulate-General in

ishing one or several collective
as there will be volunteers.

.oul d be

te-

represit

pass-

3. A regular visa for entry into France will be placed
passports.

All the refugees whose names figure
or passports w11 -e counted in the

ews who 1dre/ 8mn 4 rily on Frency
country of final destination.

The formalities
British Zone with

and
the

upon these

on this collective pass-
regular quota which is open
territory before proceeding

health precautions will be carried out in
aid of British doctors.

6, The volunteers
will be communicated
advance,

7i At Remagen on
occupation a French
of the refugees and
for living in France

will be expedited in trains
to the French authorities at

the frontier of
Commission will
will make sure

whose time-tables
least a week in

the British and French Zones of
proceed to verify the identity
that they are really volunteers

8. The refugees
holiday camp of the

volunteering for France will be housed in the
"Entre Aide Frangaise".

19470W. Ridsdale.
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TO FOREIGN-

Sir H. KnatchbullmHugessen

aptember,1947 R.
Repeated to Jerusalem

5.50 p.m.
.25 p.m.

15th
15th

September.1947
September,1947

888888

My telegram No.

Weekly Report.

540 of September

No change.

Please repeat to Jerusalem as my telegram No.

[Copies sent to
for' repetition

Colonial Office Telegraph
to Jerusalem]
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FOREIGN OFFICE,

(E 8510/48/G)
RESTRICT-ED

S. W. 1.

17th September , 1947.

Dear Chancery,

In our des patch No. 338 of the 9th May
about the Weekly Lists of Suspect Shipping, we
asked you (in paragraph 2) to let us have a weekly
report of any changes in the situation at your
ports. We did not, however, intend to put you to
the unnecessary trouble of sending "no change"
reports, such as your telegram No. 345.

2. In
reports
we shall
report.

future,
as and
merely

therefore, you need
when required. If we

assume that there is

only send us
receive nothing,
nothing to

Yours ever,

EASTERN DEPARTMENT.

The Chancery,
British WEmbassy,

Brussels.
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Instructions to the authorities of the Britishone of
German with re ard to the des watch to France o Jewish
il11a immigrants from amogtth President W fed

Party.

On September 13th a meeting was held at Norfolk

House to consider Lubbecke telegram No. C.C.G.11107
of September, 12th. Colonel Gregson, the Officer
Commanding the escorts on the three British Transports,
was present.

The meeting agreed,in the light of the report
from Lubbecke that "present indications are that
negligible volunteers for France will be forthcoming"
and the oral report of Colonel Gregson, that the
prospects for returning a considerable number of the
Jews were not encouraging. Colonel Gregson gave it
as his opinion that even the treatment advocated by
the Commander in Chief (i.e. the dispersal of the
illegal immigrants with rail warrants and two days

haversack rations to the various localities where
work could be found for them) would not force the
Jews to go to France. Moreover such treatment would
not be in accordance with our previous line in regard
to the despatch of the Jews to the British Zone, which
was that we were sending them theIe as "the only place
where they could be adequately housed apart from
Cyprus. To turn the Jews forcibly loose into the
German population would involve us in further odium
without ensuring us any corresponding advantages.

A draft telegram of instructions to Lubbecke
is submitted, which was prepared with the German

Refugee Department and has the concurrence of the
Colonial Office.

16th S(BeTH
16hSetmer14.

173
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Repeated:

1947

Berlin
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that we have no intention of tu
hazardly into the German population.

procedure for dealing with refugees.
Accommodation is found for them in a

where suitable work is available by which they
living.' .They are given a rail warrant to the
station and two -days haversack rations and desp
German authorities in the chosen realityy issue
and arrange for their employment.

ring them
e ropose
T iLs is

locality
can earn a
nearest
atched. T
ration car

reply in
refugees

We agree (c).
order that we
are prepared t

Grateful ftr
can take steps
o go to France.

earliest possible
to ascertain which

approved by C omander-in-Chief.

Acti on: Mr Beith (E 8035/48/G)
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IMMEDIATE:

Your telegram

S eptembe r 12:

No.

Jewish

My first aim is, as

CCG

Illeal

stated

of,

rati onj

transfer

as many of the Jews as possible

In the light of Paris telegram No S7L 4.

have decided that it would be undesirable

to attempt to force

France e

non-volunteers into-

this would almost

the whole operation.

your telegrams

Colonel Gregson

substantial

certainly

As it is, I

prejudice

note from

and the oral report

that the prospects

number

of securing

of volunteers are not

encouraging. \ In deciding upon the ter

our call for v lunteers we have to take

account two con licting considerations:

(a) the \desirability of offering

those who choose
\

to remain

such treatment as will

ms of

into

in Germany

be likely to

persuade th m to go to France .atl
(b) the importance of preventing J4

propaganda fm suggesting that we a:

imposing pena) conditions on the ill4

immigrants.

2. We must recogni e thatwhatever cond

we offer in Germany, the Jews are ,so stro

disciplined and so ingbued with a sense of

their mission that they may very likely

wish
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to be split up 'and
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full weight must be

cannot agre o the

your telegram under

that e sa -eu ef

In these circumstances

given to (b)

procedure

refe rence.

not be in accordance with our

anno uncement$ that

to the British

where

above and I

suggested in

This would

public

the Jews were being

/,
Zone as the

we could provide

taken

only destination

adequate

There is the further practical

that, it would very likely

use force to disperse

not be justified

Nevertheless,

should continue to be

found that

be

accommodation.

difficulty

necessary

the Jews and this

to

could

before wIorld opinion,

oL th a nt the camps

guard and ye

some will leave o their

I recognise

in

correct to

entrants".

giving

regard

the difficulty you

to Rosensaft,but

state that the Jews

There be no

them D.P. status so long

own accord.
..

it is not

are "illegal

question of

as they refuse)

to apply for I.R.O. assistance.

A Jewish representative has suggested

that the party should

I see no objection

be transferred to Hbhne.

to this, subject to your

views and the concurrence of I.R.O.,and the

transfer would have the

breaking

positive

down the isolation

There is no reason for

>re than the normal
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of this party.
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You should now

for Francevolunteers

arrange to call for

as soon as possible.

I leave it to your discretion how the

announcement should be made but I

it important that the Jews should

consider

be given

an opportunity to state their wishes

individually. *Following is the text

announcement which it is proposed tor

here at the tame time as you call for

volunteers, mnd I suggest that your a:

an

make

announcement

should be in similar terms:-

"The French Government have agreed

to receive iii

W arfield Jewish

go there.

France
aP

any of the President

illegal immi grants who wish

The French Government are

prepared to receive them with approximately

10 days notice and it is understood that they

will be acco modated in camps

the French Society Ent aide F

main object bf H.M.G. in .t

provided by

rancaise.

the

The

illegal

immira-nts f om Palestine waters was to

them to Frane, which country they had left

without perriission and with forged

H.I.iG. th erefore

th tthe illegal immigrants

SFrPance and; trust that all the Jewish

rganisati ons ,concerned
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that they remain in the British
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go to France. "4d'" r Q ,ing
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eeeetv who refuse

choose to remain

transport to France and

in Germany-===LZus' will

continue to be housed for

camps provided

the present in

by the British Authorities,

and I.R.O. have promised to consider the grant

of assistance to any who apply

a s
soo interrogation of the illegal

is finished, the camps will cease

guarded

will.

and the Jews will be free to

All German employees
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(GOVT.)
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"1

D. No. 786,

(Sent 8.45 p.m. 24th Sept.,

SECREaT.

My telegram 12th September D. No. 763 paragraph

"PRES.IDINT WARFIELD"

Commander'-in-Chief, United Kingdom Zone of Germany has been

instructed to call for volunteers for France from Jewish illegal

immigrants originating from "President Warfield". Announcement

will be made in camps on 25th September and will be repeated on

following two days. Position will then be reviewed in light of

response received.

2. Announcement will be in following terms.

French Government have agreed to receive
Jewish illegal, immigrants from "President War:

there. French Government require approximate

their arrival and it is understood that they

in camps provided by French Society "Entraide

object of His Majesty's Government in United

illegal immigrants from Palestine waters was

which country they had loft without permissio
documents stating that' their destination was

Government in United Kingdom therefore hope t

will go to France and trust that all' Jewish o

will co-operate in this. If Jews refuse, it

they will remain in United Kingdom Zone of Ge

will.

Begins.

in France any
field" who wish to go
ly ten days notice. of
will be accommodated
Francaise" Main

Kingdom in removing
to return them to France,
n and with forged
Coloinia. His Majesty'
hat illegal immigrants
rganisations concerned
will be quite clear that
rmanv of their ovn free

His Majesty's Government in United Kingdom have never expected to

have to accomwnodate illegal immigrants in Germany for more than a short

period before their return to France.. They are now making arrangements

for all those who wish to do so to go to France. Those who refuse

transport to France and choose to remain in Germany will be

accommodated in camps provided by United Kingdom authorities. Those

-who volunteer to return to France will continue to receive present

generQus ration scale of approximately 2800 calories per day. Those.

hochoose to remain inGrmany will rceive same bsc scae oho c o s to r m i in'G r a . w l re e v sa e b s c s a orations as that received by normal consumer. Internation atl Refugee
Organisation have promised to consider any Jews who apply for and

qualify aseligible for grant of care and assistance.

As soon as interrogation
will cease to be guarded and

to:- Foreign Office

C.R.O.(King Charles bt)

of ille gl immigrants is finished,
barbed wire will be removed. Ends.

Mr .
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

F . T .A. Ash ton-Gwatkin
J.P.G.Finch (4)
H. Beeley
K. Barnes (4)
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My telegram 214th

CONFIDENTIAL

September D.No.786.

PRESIDENTT WARFIL.D"

Announcement in camps has had little effect so

Only three volunteers for France have comop forward.

2. -Situation in both camps remains quiet. Immigrants

are now receiving normal German rations ,but voluntary

societies arc supplying food. in considerable quantities

and. there have therefore been no reactions to food

3. Only

Copy

six Jews have. applied for I.R.O. assist'ainCC.

to:-

Foreign Office Mr. F'.T. A .Asht on-Gwatkin
Mr. J.P.G.Finch (4)
Mr. H. Beoy

C .R. O. (King
Charles Street) Mr. K. Barnes
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